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I N  T H I S
E D I T I O N

In end October-early November this year, the UN will hold the much talked about Climate Change Conference in
Glasgow, hosted by the United Kingdom in partnership with Italy. This event, referred to as the COP26 – will be the 26th
Session of the Conference of Parties (COP) to UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Against this background, I
thought of highlighting some interesting facts that caught my attention. 

Let us start with what is being done by the advanced and emerging economies – the hotspot of economic and
commercial activities. A UNEP Emission Gap Report 2019 focused on the progress made by the G-20 (a group of finance
ministers and central bank governors from 19 of the world's largest economies), which account to about 78% of the
global emissions. Interestingly, while it is clear that the G-20 has made commendable progress in meeting the agreed
targets, there are discrepancies when the performance of individual countries is examined. Advanced economies like
USA, South Korea, Canada, Australia and Japan among others were seen to be behind their emerging economy
counterparts like India, China, Mexico and the European Union. Clearly, there is a need for the advanced economies to
demonstrate greater commitment through appropriate policies and actions not just within their boundaries but also
globally. Emerging economies like India need not be complacent and will need to continue to push their climate
ambitions – not just through government initiatives but also by non-state actors. A recent UNFCCC report (May 2021)
recognises the contribution of such actors in enabling emissions reduction, and underlines actions especially by
businesses and cities.

Zooming into India, the Government of India has made a number of ambitious targets in its Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) under the 2015 Paris Agreement. It has also endeavoured to create an enabling ecosystem for the
achievement these targets. A number of large businesses have joined hands with the Government in achieving this 

common vision, with some of them leading the global private sector driven
initiatives. However, much more is needed especially in terms of engaging
other non-state actors as pointed out above. In my view three key
stakeholder groups could potentially transform India’s fight against climate
change, viz.: (i) Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs); (ii) Municipalities and
Urban Local Bodies and (iii) Youth Millennials (15-24 years). 

CRB is currently working on a strategy and action-plan on ‘Environment &
Climate Change’, which will be incorporated as an additional CRB thematic
area this year (refer to www.c4rb.org – for our current thematic areas). On
the subject of Climate Change, I see our work largely being done in
partnership with these three (above-mentioned) stakeholder groups.

For a couple of years, we have experimented and interacted with  the
youth on the role they could play as consumers, practitioners, peers and
entrepreneurs in contributing to sustainable development and climate
action. We hope to continue on this path especially in collaboration with
like-minded actors and networks like the Youth for Sustainability India
Alliance, of which CRB is a core member. We are also in the process of
designing initiative(s) to recognise and support SME Champions on climate
action. The idea is to highlight experiences and perspectives of SMEs who
have and can contribute to climate action. In the near future also hope to
explore how Indian ULBs could design resilient and climate conscious
cities and towns. We look forward to collaborating and learning from
experiences of those individuals and organisations who have already been
working in these areas, or are interested in them.

https://www.unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2019#:~:text=As%20the%20world%20strives%20to,towards%20globally%20agreed%20climate%20goals
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cp2021_02_adv.pdf
http://www.c4rb.org/
https://www.yfsindiaalliance.com/


Climate change is impacting human lives and health
in different ways. It continues to threaten the
essential ingredients of good health including clean
air, safe drinking water, nutritious food supply, and
shelter. It has the potential to undermine decades of
progress in these different aspects. Research
suggests that between 2030 and 2050, climate
change will potentially cause approximately 250,000
additional deaths per year, from malnutrition,
malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress alone. The direct
damage costs to health are estimated to be between
USD 2-4 billion per year by 2030.

The 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change calls
for holding eventual warming “well below” two
degrees Celsius, and for the pursuit of efforts to limit
the increase even further, to 1.5 degrees. In spite of
this, the last four years were recorded as the four
hottest on record. According to World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) report published in September
2019, the world global temperature is at least one
degree Celsius above preindustrial levels and close
to what scientists warn would be “an unacceptable
risk”. There is a need to slow global emissions in
order to not let the temperatures rise to above three
degrees Celsius by 2100, causing further irreversible
damage to our ecosystems.

Greenhouse gas concentrations in the oceans has
been increasing as has the sea-surface temperature 
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and consequent marine heat waves. In 2019, the
ocean experienced 1.5 months of unusually warm
temperatures, 38% of the ocean area experienced
what is classified as strong marine heat waves, 28%
experienced moderate heat waves while large areas
in the northeast Pacific recorded severe marine heat
wave category.

Billions of tons of CO2 are released into the
atmosphere every year as a result of coal, oil, and
gas production. Human activity is producing
greenhouse gas emissions at a record high, with no
signs of slowing down. According to a ten-year
summary of UNEP Emission Gap reports, we are on
track to maintain a “business as usual” trajectory.
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With the onset and spread of the coronavirus, the
world is facing one of its worst crises. The pandemic
can be seen as a ‘litmus test’ for existing global
societies, with impacts spread across sectors
including economy, education, health, agricultural,
transportation and others. Economies across the
globe are seeing a sharp contraction in growth
caused by the economic lockdown to control the
spread of the virus. The impact of the pandemic has
been felt in various ways such as a reduction in
supply leading to a supply shock, a reduction in
output, employment and consequently, demand
coupled with loss of employment. 

The pandemic has further led to a reduction in
governmental environmental oversight, leading to an
increase in illegal deforestation and poaching. It  is
difficult to fully ascertain the extent of this  increase
owing to data gaps due to the interruption of
environmental monitoring projects. In addition to
this, the development, assessment and review of
policies related to ongoing multilateral negotiations
on climate change and the draft reporting deadlines
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) were postponed. It has been seen over the last
year and a half that despite the urgency of the
climate crisis and the fundamental threat it poses to
humanity, it has not been tackled with the same
sense of urgency as the pandemic. A worst-case
scenario would be when both impacts, climate
change and the pandemic, develop at the same time.
Human populations with limited resources and
capacities are more vulnerable to such exceptional
crises. Furthermore, due to the reduction of
environmental regulations, there is a risk of
intensified industrial activities as a result of the
refunding of debt that countries might assume. The
pandemic has also pushed countries to make budget
cuts leading to postponements of sustainable and
climate action projects while simultaneously
exacerbating existing inequalities. 

An important lesson that can be learnt from the
pandemic and can be applied to climate change is
the power of collaborative action. If a similar scale of
action can be taken up on climate change adaptation
and mitigation options, it would help in ameliorating
the long-term impacts to a large scale.

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in enormous
amounts of government stimulus across the globe. In
India, a special economic package, named the 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, worth almost INR 30 lakh crores,
corresponding to 15% of GDP was announced to
boost economic revival. The scheme makes a call to
embrace the model of self-reliance in the pursuance
of economic growth going forward. At this stage, it is
important to use the resources being pumped in to
stimulate a systemic shift towards long-term
resilience. It is unlikely that such resources will be
made available again in the next several years. The
need of the hour is to keep economies active,
preserve existing jobs, while simultaneously working
towards a low carbon economy to mitigate the
impacts of climate change.

As India eases restrictions from the ‘second wave’ and
attempts to open the economy, there is a need to
acknowledge this “new normal” and prepare for the
future. A renewed focus is required to address
unemployment, future risks, including those arising
from climate change, the need for businesses to be
resilient and increase competitiveness by enhancing
resource security. Investments and policy actions
taken in the post-COVID period will determine the
direction of economic recovery both in the short-term
and the long-term and provide the opportunity to
imbibe principles that can mitigate future risks. Thus,
the post-pandemic recovery plans should be
developed using the motto “Build Back Better”, giving
an opportunity to redesign the existing
(damaged/broken) systems as a whole, for a
transformative change towards a globally coordinated
effort based on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change
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This article particularly focuses on the role of climate
change in relation to agriculture. Literature cites
evidence about how climate change has impacted
agriculture in India. Consider a policy paper by ICAR-
National Institute of Agricultural Economics and Policy
Research (NIAP), New Delhi, which has projected  the
impact of climate change on crop yield, on a variety of
crops in multiple scenarios. In contrast, agriculture is a
sector that also contributes to climate change
contributing about 16 per cent to total greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions in India. Let us consider the impact of
rice production on agriculture: out of 417.2 Mt CO2e of
total GHG emissions from Indian agriculture, 18 per
cent is from rice cultivation. Rice production is known to
visibly contribute to particulate matter, namely, in the
form of air pollution across the northern belt of India
during the process of burning residue, which releases
black carbon, a potent climate modifier (EPA, 2012). 

The consideration of climate change is significant
keeping in mind the recent increase extreme climate
events. India was the seventh most-affected by the
devastating impact of climate change globally in 2019
according to the Global Climate Risk Index 2021.
Furthermore, the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification COP 14 adopted the Delhi Declaration,
which included commitments on taking  action on
climate change as well as ecosystem restoration. 

A Capitals Approach to addressing Climate Change 
 Addressing climate change has the potential to
positively impact natural capital, namely, ecosystem
restoration with the 

latter being a commitment that was mentioned in the
Delhi Declaration. This is because there are synergies
between mitigation, adaptation and other co-benefits
(such as livelihoods, biodiversity) resulting from food
system climate change response options. According
to research assessing land-based mitigation
implications for biodiversity, one such approach is via
afforestation, which provides a win-win solution for
both climate change and ecosystem restoration. i.e.
“afforestation to mitigate climate change potentially
increases biodiversity of degraded lands by growing
new forests.” Similarly, as part of a natural capital
approach, the consideration of the land–water–
energy nexus in the agricultural sector will help
improve resource use efficiency and reduce
environmental impacts. Finally, agroforestry as an
approach is also a means to address climate change,
namely via, climate change mitigation and adaptation
through enhanced carbon sequestration, vulnerability
reduction, production diversification and
smallholder’s capacity building to adapt to climate
change. 

The addressal of climate change has implications on
social capital. Given that agriculture is a source of
livelihoods in India, climate change can contribute to
the “growing uncertainty in farmers’ income and price
volatility in agricultural product markets affecting
access, affordability and nutrition at the household
level.” While farmers are able to broadly implement
adaptation measures given private sector
interventions such as in the form of advisory on
optimization of agri-inputs, there is scope for further
interventions, given that farmers are often resource-
scarce.  Furthermore, keeping in mind  the fact that

TRENDING TOPIC
INDIA: CONTEXT SETTING OF CLIMATE CHANGE
ADDRESSAL IN AGRICULTURE
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http://www.niap.res.in/upload_files/policy_paper/pp35.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/FAO-countries/India/docs/Full_Paper-5.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/FAO-countries/India/docs/Full_Paper-5.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/FAO-countries/India/docs/Full_Paper-5.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-seventh-most-affected-by-climate-change-in-2019-globally-report-101611552192319.html
https://www.unccd.int/conventionconference-parties-cop/cop14-2-13-september-new-delhi-india
http://www.fao.org/3/ca7824en/CA7824EN.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901119309608
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Xing-Fan-2/publication/339847195_Land-water-energy_nexus_in_agricultural_management_for_greenhouse_gas_mitigation/links/5fe2af1092851c13feb19468/Land-water-energy-nexus-in-agricultural-management-for-greenhouse-gas-mitigation.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Usha-Iyer-Raniga/publication/336830965_Circularity_in_the_Built_Environment_A_Focus_on_India/links/60494477299bf1f5d83d8b80/Circularity-in-the-Built-Environment-A-Focus-on-India.pdf#page=474
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/FAO-countries/India/docs/Full_Paper-5.pdf


India is a big exporter of agricultural produce and
albeit less in terms of value-added agricultural
produce, it must be kept in mind that the addressal of
climate change in agriculture has implications on trade.
As of 2018, India exports 9.13 per cent of its emissions
according to Our World in Data. It is important to note
that the type of emission reflected in this statistic is
carbon dioxide. 

Steps to address Climate Action

First, the reduction of Food Waste is an approach to
ensure climate action as reducing food waste or
diverting it towards a Circular Economy approach can
prevent carbon emissions from being released if Food
Waste ended up in landfills. According to a FAO
publication,  8–10% of total anthropogenic GHG
emissions correspond to food loss and waste, which
comprises twenty-five to thirty per cent of global food
production.

Second, a State of Finance for Nature report says that
investment in nature-positive solutions ought to at
least triple in real terms by 2030 and increase four-fold
by 2050 if the world is to meet its climate change,
biodiversity and land degradation targets. This
translates to a call on national basis for stakeholders
from policy and practice such as the government as
well as the private sector to ensure collaboration on 
 the research and development of such solutions.
Literature also substantiates this by stating that
improved  partnership between agricultural science
and policy-making bodies is essential to enhance the
convergence required to achieve climate-resilient
agriculture.

Third, embrace the concept of carbon offsetting, which
is a market mechanism in which companies buy carbon
offsets (credits) from agriculture to compensate for
their emissions. It is important to note at this stage that
key approaches to carry out carbon offsetting include
the use of reducing emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation (REDD+), which is a mechanism
developed by Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) as well
renewable energy offsetting projects. With regard to
agriculture, many stakeholders recognise the need to
follow the lead of groups like Google, which used
offsets to become carbon negative, or Danone and
Nestlé, which aim to become carbon negative through
better land-management practices blended with
offsetting. 
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https://ourworldindata.org/consumption-based-co2
http://www.fao.org/3/ca7824en/CA7824EN.pdf
https://www.unep.org/resources/state-finance-nature
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeetendra-Aryal/publication/332695235_Agricultural_sustainability_under_emerging_climatic_variability_The_role_of_climate-smart_agriculture_and_relevant_policies_in_India/links/5ccc636e458515712e901f1e/Agricultural-sustainability-under-emerging-climatic-variability-The-role-of-climate-smart-agriculture-and-relevant-policies-in-India.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeetendra-Aryal/publication/332695235_Agricultural_sustainability_under_emerging_climatic_variability_The_role_of_climate-smart_agriculture_and_relevant_policies_in_India/links/5ccc636e458515712e901f1e/Agricultural-sustainability-under-emerging-climatic-variability-The-role-of-climate-smart-agriculture-and-relevant-policies-in-India.pdf
https://wecprotects.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/EM-Voluntary-Carbon-and-Post-Pandemic-Recovery-2020.pdf
https://www.unredd.net/about/what-is-redd-plus.html
https://wecprotects.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/EM-Voluntary-Carbon-and-Post-Pandemic-Recovery-2020.pdf


REPRESENTATIONS
IPBES STAKEHOLDER DAYS CONFERENCE 2021

9th June  2021
 

Rijit Sengupta represented CRB at the
'Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services' - IPBES Stakeholder
Days conference and highlighted the importance of
coalitions to drive business leadership on biodiversity
conservation.

PEOPLE CENTRIC URBAN ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION IN INDIA, 

5th June 2021

On the occasion of World Environment Day, Rijit
Sengupta represented CRB at an event organized by
Avani, the Environment Club & IQAC, Janki Devi
Memorial College, University of Delhi and shared his
views on People Centric Urban Ecosystem Restoration
in India.

FIFTH I-SPOC MEMBERS’ MEETING
27th May 2021

 
40+ participants from businesses & CSOs convened at
the 5th meeting of I-SPOC (http://indiaspoc.org) to
initiate specific actions on capacity building of value
chain actors, government policy engagement & role of
financial institutions in promoting uptake of
Sustainable Palm Oil in India.

 

CRB ACTIVITIES
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THE ROLE OF THE G7 IN ENSURING A JUST AND
SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY: BUILDING A ROADMAP

FOR BUSINESS UNUSUAL
6th May 2021

 
Rijit Sengupta represented CRB at an event titled, ‘The
Role of the G7 in ensuring a Just and Sustainable
Recovery: Building a Roadmap for Business Unusual’.
He advocated for 'business-led transformation for
sustainable recovery' for G7 leaders including: (i)
gender equality; (ii) sustainable use of Global
Commons; (iii) net zero carbon based on ‘Just
Transition’; and (iv) Circular enterprises for youth
employment.

INCLUSIVE FINANCE INDIA SUMMIT
22nd April 2021

Devyani Hari represented CRB as a speaker for the
Inclusive Finance India Summit session on Sustainable
Finance, organised by ACCESS ASSIST. She shared her
views on practicing Sustainable Finance & what it
means for financial institutions.

CONVENINGS
RETHINKING SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION (SDG 12): SHIFTING BUSINESS AND

CONSUMPTION PATTERNS
24th June 2021

 
With the goal of enabling change, helping businesses
and governments to be more responsible and ethical
by adapting sustainable practices, the Centre for
Responsible Business (CRB), and the Melton
Foundation organized a panel discussion on the topic
"Rethinking Sustainable Consumption and Production:
Shifting Business and Consumption Patterns".
This informative session included speakers from
businesses, academia, research organizations working
on sustainability and sustainable development. One
Planet network - 10YFP and Center for Study of Science,
Technology and Policy – India were among the key
panelists. View the conversation here

I-SPOC OPEN DAY
23rd June 2021

I-SPOC organized an open day on the 23rd of June 2021
for its members, facilitated by I-SPOC Secretariat. It
included 4 experts answering the questions of I-SPOC
members related to sustainable palm oil. Some of the
topics the first open day covered include:

https://twitter.com/IPBES
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Coalitions?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Biodiversity?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EcosystemRestoration?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WorldEnvironmentDay?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/RijitSengupta
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EcosystemRestoration?src=hashtag_click
https://t.co/CVnEKuGofF?amp=1
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ValueChain?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SustainablePalmOil?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/G7?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Commons?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/JustTransition?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Circular?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/youth?src=hashtag_click
https://youtu.be/SU70wYWLKQA


MEDIA COVERAGE

Holistic water management: Perspective of a
watershed manager, 31st May 2021 -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XONN9F-161Y
Water Reuse and Management, 2nd June 2021 -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grYt6pW1Vwc

FIRESIDE CHATS – PURPOSE
May – June 2021

 
CRB with support from The Refashion Hub organized a
series of fireside chats to raise awareness and drive
conversations about wastewater reuse and
management in the textile industry. Catch the
conversations below:

1.

2.

Building a business case - how to develop a
business case for sustainable palm oil,
Marketing - communication and branding
Research - availability and access to information on
sustainable palm oil, awareness creation and
capacity building and
Sustainability initiatives - Relevant sustainability
initiatives on Sustainable Palm Oil by various
stakeholders

P. S. Narayan, Wipro -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2eUt0GzD-o
Anirban Ghosh, Mahindra Group -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKSQxTCOIU4

NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON, 'WASTEWATER REUSE
AND WATER CONSERVATION IN THE TEXTILE

INDUSTRY', 18TH MAY 2021
23rd June 2021

CRB, with support from The Refashion Hub has been
working on a campaign to increase awareness among
stakeholders about wastewater reuse, especially in the
textile sector in India. Under this initiative, CRB
organized a multi-stakeholder workshop on various
aspects of wastewater reuse and how it can be
supported through policies and incentives. Catch the
full conversation here. Read more about the initiative
here.

TEEB-AGRIFOOD FOR BUSINESS TRAINING
PROGRAM: TRAINING SESSION 1

17th June 2021

TEEB-AgriFood for Business training program, offered
by the Capitals Coalition in collaboration with the
Centre for Responsible Business (CRB), is an
opportunity for businesses to learn and hone skills to
measure and value their business’ impacts and
dependencies on natural, social and human capital.
Guiding them through each stage of the TEEBAgriFood
Operational Guidelines a tool for businesses, this
program aimed to arm businesses with the knowledge
to identify the risks and opportunities associated with
their business’ interaction with the capitals, and learn
how to integrate and apply these considerations into
their business decision making.

MOVING TOWARDS NET ZERO – FIRESIDE CHATS
April 19 & 20, 2021

 
CRB and Climate Voices presented a series of
conversations with India’s leading corporate companies
on what net zero looks like for India. Catch the
conversations below:

1.

2.

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT & REUSE
– PREVENTING
POLLUTION &
CONSERVING WATER
IN THE TEXTILE
INDUSTRY

WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT IS A
MATTER OF SURVIVAL
FOR THE TEXTILE
INDUSTRY IN INDIA:
SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF TEXTILES

WASTEWATER AS A 
RESOURCE: SOME
LEARNINGS FROM
GUJARAT

WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT IS 

RESPONSIBILITY OF
ALL STAKEHOLDERS:
TEXTILE SECRETARY

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2021: CHALLENGES IN
MANAGING TOXIC WASTEWATER FROM TEXTILE

INDUSTRY & SOLUTIONS
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/watershed?src=hashtag_click
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XONN9F-161Y
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Reuse?src=hashtag_click
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grYt6pW1Vwc
https://youtu.be/SU70wYWLKQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2eUt0GzD-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKSQxTCOIU4
https://youtu.be/xBqHh_-6EVk
https://youtu.be/xBqHh_-6EVk
https://www.c4rb.org/refashion-hub
https://www.c4rb.org/images/DRAFT-TEEBAgriFood-Operational-Guidelines.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/voices/wastewater-treatment-and-reuse-preventing-pollution-and-conserving-water-in-the-textile-industry/
https://indiaeducationdiary.in/wastewater-management-is-a-matter-of-survival-for-the-textile-industry-in-india-secretary-ministry-of-textiles/
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/wastewater-as-resource-learnings-from-gujarat-28491
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/wastewater-as-resource-learnings-from-gujarat-28491
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/wastewater-as-resource-learnings-from-gujarat-28491
https://in.apparelresources.com/business-news/sustainability/wastewater-management-responsibility-stakeholders-textile-secretary/
https://in.apparelresources.com/business-news/sustainability/wastewater-management-responsibility-stakeholders-textile-secretary/
https://in.apparelresources.com/business-news/sustainability/wastewater-management-responsibility-stakeholders-textile-secretary/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/world-environment-day-2021-challenges-in-managing-toxic-wastewater-from-textile-industry-and-solutions/2265265/
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SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE
NEEDS INNOVATIVE
PARTNERSHIPS

POLICY INPUTS TO
PROMOTE TEXTILE
WASTEWATER REUSE
AND POLLUTION
PREVENTION IN
GUJARAT

ADDRESSING FOOD
LOSS AND WASTE FOR

A SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE VALUE

CHAIN IN INDIA

CLOSING THE IMPLEMENTATION GAP IN INDIA’S
AGENDA FOR BUSINESS AND THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS INDIA POLICY COLAB –
POLICY ACTION BRIEF 2021

HOW TO MAKE
SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL

THE NORM IN INDIA?

CLIMATE CHANGE AND
HUMAN RIGHTS: A
BUSINESS ISSUE?

IMPACT OF COVID-19
PANDEMIC ON THE

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
(SDGS)-AGENDA 2030 

SUSTAINABLE DYEING
TECHNIQUES –
PREVENTING WATER
POLLUTION

FROM THE PUBLISHER'S DESK

POLICY INPUTS TO
PROMOTE TEXTILE
WASTEWATER REUSE AND
POLLUTION PREVENTION IN
MAHARASHTRA

WORLD ENVIRONMENT
DAY: PEOPLE-CENTRIC

STRATEGY IS KEY TO
RESTORE URBAN

ECOSYSTEM

POLICY INPUTS TO
PROMOTE TEXTILE
WASTEWATER REUSE AND
POLLUTION PREVENTION
IN PUNJAB

POLICY INPUTS TO
PROMOTE TEXTILE
WASTEWATER REUSE AND
POLLUTION PREVENTION
IN KARNATAKA

WASTEWATER REUSE
WITH BIOREMEDIATION

AND RAINWATER
HARVESTING

https://www.c4rb.org/images/Bodhi%20case%20study_final.pdf
https://www.tpci.in/indiabusinesstrade/blogs/sustainable-agriculture-needs-innovative-partnerships/
https://www.c4rb.org/images/Policy%20inputs%20to%20promote%20textile%20wastewater%20reuse%20and%20pollution%20prevention%20in%20Gujarat.pdf
https://www.c4rb.org/images/Food_Loss_and_Waste_for_a_Sustainable_Agriculture_in_India_PROGRESS_Briefing_paper_June2021.pdf
https://assets.worldbenchmarkingalliance.org/app/uploads/2021/05/India-Policy-CoLAB-Policy-Action-Brief.pdf
https://www.c4rb.org/blog/How_to_make_sustainable_palm_oil_the_norm_in_India.php
https://www.c4rb.org/blog/Climate_Change_and_Human_Rights_A_Business_Issue.php
https://www.c4rb.org/blog/IMPACT_OF_COVID-19_PANDEMIC_ON_THE_SUSTAINABLE_DEVELOPMENT_GOALS_(SDGS)%20%E2%80%93%20AGENDA_2030.php
https://www.c4rb.org/blog/IMPACT_OF_COVID-19_PANDEMIC_ON_THE_SUSTAINABLE_DEVELOPMENT_GOALS_(SDGS)%20%E2%80%93%20AGENDA_2030.php
https://www.c4rb.org/blog/Sustainable_dyeing_techniques_%20preventing_water_pollution.php
https://www.c4rb.org/images/purpose_policy_brief_Maharasthra.pdf
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/people-centric-strategy-is-key-to-restore-urban-ecosystem-28736
https://www.c4rb.org/images/purpose_policy_brief_punjab.pdf
https://www.c4rb.org/images/purpose_policy_brief_karnataka.pdf
https://www.c4rb.org/images/Bodhi%20case%20study_final.pdf


BY SHREYA MAJUMDAR & RAMANUJ MITRA

STATE OF INDIA’S
ENVIRONMENT
REPORT 2021: CENTRE
FOR SCIENCE AND
ENVIRONMENT 

After months of negotiation, Germany passed a due
diligence law that requires German companies and
their direct suppliers to better protect human rights
and the environment. The Act will come into force in
2023 and will initially cover companies with 3,000 or
more employees, and from 2024 onwards companies
with 1,000 or more employees. This law would have to
pursue two goals: (i) Companies avoid damage to
people and the environment by taking precautionary
measures (ii) Affected parties can more easily obtain
redress when damage has occurred. The law initiates
an urgently needed paradigm shift in Germany, away
from purely voluntary corporate social responsibility
towards binding human rights and environmental
obligations for companies, while also putting in place a
sound regulatory environment whereby companies
must take countermeasures and document them to
the Federal Office for Economic Affairs and Export
Control (BAFA), which can issue fines if companies
violate their due diligence obligations. Read more
here.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) has released a draft policy paper and action plan on
circular economy in the IT and electronics sector in the
country, inviting comments from the public. The paper lays
down a roadmap for the country to move away from a take-
make-dispose model of manufacturing and consumption,
and adopt a circular system. It emphasizes active
participation and value creation for all stakeholders. The
draft report focuses on the need to address health, safety
and wage conditions of informal workers who handle most
of the e-waste generated in India, and the need for creating
a robust collection system for post consumer goods. It also
highlights the need for capacity building and clear allocation
of responsibilities.
Read more here.

RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS 
NEWS ROUND UP

GERMANY PASSES ‘ACT ON CORPORATE DUE
DILIGENCE IN SUPPLY CHAINS’
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MEITY RELEASES DRAFT PAPER ON CIRCULAR
ECONOMY IN THE ELECTRONICS SECTOR

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

PRIVATE SECTOR & SDGS

 revealed that India ranked 117 among 192 nations primarily
because major challenges like ending hunger and achieving
food security (SDG 2), achieving gender equality (SDG 5) and
building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and
sustainable industrialisation and fostering innovation (SDG
9) remain in the country. The report carries a special section
on the state of the Indian states, particularly on their
performance on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). Only
a decade away from meeting these globally committed
development goals, no state was found to be on track to
meet all the SDGs by 2030. Read the full article here.

The State of India's
Environment Report 2021 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) and National Small Industries
Corporation Ltd (NSIC) have signed a MoU to collaborate on supporting export-oriented agri-business development.
There is a lot of scope to develop the agri-processing sector in India, especially through supporting MSMEs in the sector.
The MoU will ensure concerted efforts in providing sustainable manufacturing technology to agri sector entrepreneurs
as well as skill building and market access. It will also help entrepreneurs to better understand and implement national
and international standards, which are necessary for growth of exports. Read more here.

APEDA AND NSIC SIGN MOU TO SUPPORT AGRI MSMES

SMES AND SUSTAINABILITY

https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/german-due-diligence-law/
https://www.indianretailer.com/article/whats-hot/trends/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-sustainable-fashion-innovation.a6873/
https://www.meity.gov.in/content/circular-economy-electronics-and-electrical-sector-policy-paper-and-action-plan
https://www.firstpost.com/india/india-slips-to-117th-spot-on-un-sustainable-development-goals-index-jharkhand-bihar-are-worst-performers-9689421.htmll
https://www.indianretailer.com/article/whats-hot/trends/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-sustainable-fashion-innovation.a6873/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/apeda-and-nsic-join-hands-to-empower-agri-entrepreneurs-11616085254411.html


Vedanta Ltd, headed by Anil Agarwal, has launched the
“Vedanta Saathi” program for MSMEs in India. Vedanta has a
wide base of customers and suppliers among the Micro, Small
and Medium enterprises in India. The program aims to foster
the sustainable growth of the MSME sector by leveraging
Vedanta’s expansive value chain. Skill building, fast loans at
attractive interest rates, and ecosystem set-up and services for
MSMEs to build downstream and ancillary manufacturing units
near Vedanta’s plants are among a plethora of support
provided under the programme. A single window interaction
channel with Vedanta’s teams on product quality, compliance,
etc. is also available. The program was inaugurated in April by
Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,
and Minister for Road Transport & Highways. Read more here

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
introduced new requirements for sustainability
reporting by listed entities; the Business
Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR) will
replace the existing Business Responsibility Report
(BRR). It will be applicable to the top 1000 listed
entities for reporting on a voluntary basis for FY
2021 – 22 and on a mandatory basis from FY 2022 –
23. The BRSR disclosures on climate and social
(employees, consumers and communities) issues of
the entity have been significantly enhanced and
made more granular while being segregated into
essential (mandatory) and leadership (voluntary)
indicators. Additionally, entities which prepare
sustainability reports based on internationally
accepted reporting frameworks (such as the GRI,
SASB, TCFD, Integrated Reporting) can cross-
reference the disclosures sought under the BRSR to
the disclosures made under such frameworks. The
new reporting requirements are expected to bring in
greater transparency through the disclosure of
material ESG-related information to enable market
participants to identify and assess sustainability-
related risks and opportunities. Read the full article
here.

VEDANTA’S SAATHI PROGRAMME TO SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH FOR MSMES

SMES AND SUSTAINABILITY

BUSINESS RESPONSIBILITY AND
SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING NOW
APPLICABLE TO TOP 1000 LISTED ENTITIES BY
SEBI
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The NITI Aayog released the Sustainable Development Goals
India Index 2021; a report evaluating the progress of States and
Union Territories on social, economic, and environmental
parameters. This third edition of the index covers 17 goals, 70
targets, and 115 indicators. Kerala has retained the top rank
while Bihar has been adjudged as the worst performer. First
launched in December 2018, the index has become the primary
tool for monitoring progress on the SDGs in the country and
has simultaneously fostered competition among the states and
union territories by ranking them on the global goals. It has
also been successful as an advocacy tool to propagate the
messages of sustainability, resilience, and partnerships, as well.
Read more here.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS INDIA INDEX 2020-21:
NITI AAYOG

PRIVATE SECTOR & SDGS

While plastics have helped us transform our lives, 
 their widespread use and proliferation has also
resulted in contamination of almost all of our
ecosystems. Plastic production and consumption is
still on the rise. The Energy and Resource Institute
(TERI) has published a roadmap report on enabling
a circular economy for plastics in India. The report
looks at ways to increase recycling of plastics,
reducing the use of virgin plastics and feedstock,
innovation on materials to address plastic waste,
and use of bio-based polymers, among other
strategies. Read more here.

TERI PUBLISHES A ROADMAP REPORT ON
CIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR PLASTICS IN INDIA

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

https://indiacsr.in/anil-agarwal-led-vedanta-launches-saathi-programme-to-fuel-the-indias-msme-growth-story/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/sebi-comes-out-with-disclosure-requirements-under-business-responsibility-and-sustainability-report/articleshow/82533681.cms?from=mdr
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/karnataka-improves-ranking-in-niti-aayogs-sdg-index/article34722085.ece
https://www.indianretailer.com/article/whats-hot/trends/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-sustainable-fashion-innovation.a6873/
https://www.indianretailer.com/article/whats-hot/trends/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-sustainable-fashion-innovation.a6873/
https://www.indianretailer.com/article/whats-hot/trends/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-sustainable-fashion-innovation.a6873/
https://www.teriin.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/Circular-Economy-Plastics-India-Roadmap_0.pdf


Circular Economy 
Business & Human Rights
Private Sector & SDGs
Voluntary Sustainability Standards
SMEs & Sustainability

Centre for Responsible Business (CRB) was
established in 2011 as think-tank to pursue its
vision, ‘businesses integrate sustainability into

their core business practices’. Given that
sustainability is a multi-dimensional problem

especially in the context of India and other
emerging economies, CRB has adopted a

model of engaging multiple stakeholders to
develop action plans for promoting

sustainable/responsible business, across
various sectors in India.

 
CRB has consolidated its programmatic

activities into the following thematic areas:
 

 

Devosmita has completed her Master Degree in
Human Rights from the University of Calcutta and
has since worked in the field of Social Work
extensively. She has previously worked at the
National Human Rights Commission of India both
as an intern as well as an employee in the Policy
Research, Projects and Programmes Division as a
Research Consultant.

She also has experience working at the grassroot
level in India while working with different NGOs
and doing volunteer work. Her interests include
Business and Human Rights, Sustainability,
Sustainable Development Goals and gender
Equality. She is a true Bengali at heart, she loves
Bengali cuisine and Biryani. She is also an avid
animal lover and loves to go on impromptu trips
and explore different cultures whenever she gets
time.
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WATCH OUR LATEST
VIDEO ON BUSINESS
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

https://www.facebook.com/thecentreforresponsiblebusiness/
https://twitter.com/Centre4RespBiz
https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-responsible-business
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbdDIbjTzIpOO357BjPZ5Uw
https://www.instagram.com/centreforresponsiblebusiness/
https://youtu.be/H2ACvS1TFMo

